
LEGISLATIVE UPDATE – 2019 

From:  Jeanette Rash - Government Affairs Chair 

 I am sorry for the delay in sending out a preliminary list of bills that passed 

this legislative session.  My computer was down for 10 days along with catching 

up at the office. 

 This is a simple report since so few bills passed.  We had 35 bills on the list.  

The following are the bills passed but some are not yet signed by the Governor.  

He can sign by June 16th or allow the bill to go into effect without his signature.   

We were successful in cutting off some bad bills.  We had a good bill that was 

killed by SWTO on the trucking industry issue of overcharging. 

HB 61 - Dana sent this one out to you.  This will allow tow trucks to have blue 

lights to the rear, but TX DOT will adopt the rules on lighting.  Effective 9/1/2019.  

She did send out the statues and bill for your viewing.  Senator Nichols rolled up 

some of the move over bills and cleaned up some language including adding blue 

lights.  I am thankful to Lt.  Anderson from HPD who carried the issue for us with 

law enforcement that tow trucks needed blue lights, too! 

HB 1002 – private property issue.  This bill regulates landlords and requires that 

parking permits be for the term of the lease.  You would do well if you would 

watch the Business and Industry Committee meeting in the House on this bill.  

You will see why the industry has a horrible reputation in full display.  The Chair is 

a friend of the Taylor’s in San Angelo or I hope he still is.  I was embarrassed…. 

***HB 1140 – our bill - Fee Adjustment bill.  There has never been a sponsor more 

dedicated to getting a bill passed than Chairman Tracy King.  This would not have 

happened without his personally walking it through the whole process. 

The Governor has NOT signed it yet.  I am anxious about it due to the 

conversation with the Governor’s office.  They do not like an automatic CPI 

adjustment.  They changed it to an option for the Department (TDLR) to make the 

adjustment so there will still be work that needs to be done but we had to move 

the fees out of statue.  The bill allows TDLR to use the Consumer Price Index (CPI) 

to either go up or down on the storage fee and the impoundment fee only.  It will 

be small.  Had we done this in 2007 when we moved, the storage fee would be a 

little over $24 now but again, it is a small fee over time.  It can go down.  In 



Houston, the tow fee has been CPI adjusted for over 10 years.  It did go down a 

couple of times by a little, but we are at $175.50 now without doing a study or 

having to get any votes.  It is automatic.   

HB2452 – TDLR Complaint process effective 5/29/19  

SB604 – Department of Motor Vehicle bill.  Some minor changes 

This is it that was on the Major Tracking.  There are some bills that I will 

discuss later that may have an impact, but I await the Governor’s signature.   

Over 7,000 bills were introduced and a little over 1,000 passed.   

 


